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side the line attains its maximum altitude, with 11,522 feet,
at Ibex station, on a short branch road. After negotiating
the Pass there is a sharp descent to Leadville junction,
where another locomotive has to be hitched on to haul the
train up a bank, rising 211 feet to the mile, to the summit
of Tennessee Pass, lying at 10,240 feet, the highest point
being gained in a tunnel, one mile in length, bored through
the mountain peak.
On the southern section of the system the line passes
through some of the wildest and most impressive country
it is possible to conceive, and time after time the construc-
tional engineer was puzzled sorely as to the best route for
the road. It overcomes the Divide through the Cumbres
Pass. On the up-hill pull the railway skirts a towering
mountain spur, making a detour of four miles to circum-
vent the obstacle, and then bursts suddenly into a strange
country. Strange monoliths rear up on all sides their
fantastically wind- and weather-carved sides, glistening
weirdly in the sunlight. The line swings round these
grotesque evidences of Nature's handiwork in a sharp bend
known appropriately as "Phantom Curve," and then dis-
appears into the depths of the Toltec tunnel, which is
carved through solid granitic rock for some 600 feet. The
peculiarity of this work is that it is carried through the
crest, and not the base of the peak, for the opposite portal
of the tunnel stands on the brink of a precipice which drops
plumb a quarter of a mile into the valley.
This gulf is spanned by a solid masonry bridge almost
as wonderful as the Hanging Bridge. It recalls a swal-
low's nest built under the eaves of a roof, for it is thrown
across the gap to the opposite mountain ledge in the form
of a balcony* Sudden emergence from the inky blackness
of the mountain's heart to this frail-looking link with the
frowning wall opposite, and the depth of the fissure is
decidedly startling. If the Eiffel Tower were planted in
this gorge it would be dwarfed into insignificance, for its
topmost platform would be over 500 feet below the railway
track. To throw the bridge across this rift the men had